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Work with us: Education
Sightsavers’ vision is of a world where people with disabilities participate equally in 
society. Our work in the field of education is guided by the principle of inclusive and 
equitable quality education and lifelong learning opportunities for all. 

121,000 20,000
Since 1996 we have supported more 
than 121,000 education staff to attend 
education or inclusion courses – 
including 60,000 in 2017 alone.

In 2018, Sightsavers will assist 
more than 20,000 children with 
disabilities to access early childhood 
development, primary and post-
primary education. 
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What sets us apart?

A child-centred approach
We seek to ensure children with disabilities are 
supported to realise their potential. We use 
community-based participatory research methods 
to reflect on local experiences of school inclusion, 
and try to integrate this into future interventions.

Taking a system-strengthening approach
As well as working with schools and communities, 
we build the capacity of national education 
systems. In Kenya we are strengthening the 

capacity of the national network of resource 
centres to provide outreach services for 
children with disabilities, and in Uganda we are 
strengthening the capacity of teacher-training 
colleges across the country to provide good quality 
initial training in inclusive education. 

Using an evidence-based approach
Sightsavers has recently been granted Independent 
Research Organisation (IRO) status in recognition 
of our capacity to undertake and lead research 
programmes that contribute to global learning. 
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Partnership is at the core of our work. Our partners include ministries of education, non-governmental 
organisations, disabled people’s organisations and community structures. We also have long-standing 
partnerships with a range of donor organisations. We are especially proud of: 

• The European Union funded ‘Education for 
All’ project in Sierra Leone which is currently 
supporting over 600 children with disabilities – 
fifty percent of whom are girls – in 45 schools 
across the districts of Bombali and Karena.  

• Our education programme in India which is 
developing the capacity of six state governments 
to include thousands of children with disabilities 
in schools. In 2018, the programme was selected 
from a field of more than 3,400 organisations to 
receive the prestigious HCL Grant for education. 
The programme also promotes the innovative use 
of ICT in schools. 

• Our long-standing Irish Aid funded programme 
in Cameroon and Senegal which is strengthening 
the capacity of education systems at national, 
district and local levels. The government of 
Cameroon recently decided to establish a 
nationwide network of 68 inclusive schools 
based on Sightsavers’ model.

• The ‘Leave No Child Behind’ project in Malawi 
where we are helping to raise the capacity of 
caregivers to provide high quality early childhood 
development and education, enabling children 
with disabilities to start their education.

• Our USAID-funded project which is promoting 
EGRA (Early Grade Reading Assessment) for 
children with disabilities.

Why partner with us? 

Visit: www.sightsavers.org/disability/education
To learn more about partnering with us, please 
contact Guy Le Fanu: glefanu@sightsavers.org

More information?

Sightsavers’ in-house research and learning team, 
and our partnerships with universities across the 
world (including the Universities of Birmingham 
and Sussex in the UK), ensure that our education 
projects are not only informed by high quality 
research but also contribute to it.  

Ensuring we reach girls with disabilities 
Gender is a crosscutting and central concern of 
all our project design processes. Recognising that 
girls with disabilities often experience ‘double 
discrimination’, we seek to remove the specific 
barriers preventing girls from accessing education 
of good quality – by (for instance) constructing 
accessible toilets, distributing hygiene kits and 
establishing girls’ clubs in schools.

Consortia working 
Sightsavers has significant experience of 
collaborating with other organisations and working 
in consortia. In 2018, we successfully led a winning 
consortium bid for Disability-Inclusive Development, 
a £29 million programme funded by UK Aid that 
will span five years and increase equitable access to 

quality education in sub-Saharan Africa, South-East 
Asia, and the Middle East. 

We have also been able to add value as a 
consortium partner on other occasions through 
incorporating disability components in broader 
education programmes.

Promoting inclusive policy frameworks
Through our national and global advocacy, we 
promote the development of inclusive policy 
frameworks at country level and influence broader 
policy agendas on a global scale. For example, we 
were recently tasked by the Ministry of Education in 
Sierra Leone with coordinating the development of a 
new national inclusive education policy.

Innovation in programmes
In collaboration with our partners, we are 
pioneering innovative inclusive education 
approaches. Our methods make the best possible 
use of existing resources to assess the needs of 
children and support their learning in an imaginative 
and sustainable way. 


